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Maybelline

Saw two girls trying on makeup and thought of our black eyeliner days,
we’d melt the tip with our lighters— we liked everything black, black coffee,
black tights, black clove cigarettes—riding in black cars, trading mix tapes for gas
money, letting the phone ring and ring, ignoring lost loves left behind at bus stops.

Short Drawer

So, he tells me in the break room, we can skip the police and settle this
fully as a company matter, so | say yes, that, what you said. I'm watching his finger
flipping the zipper on his fly, breathing through my mouth — his breath smells like
meat — thinking yes, | really need this job.





